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National Taxing Team
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c/o Crown Court
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DONCASTER 5


Tel: 01302 363988
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Pearson Caulfield


DX 61067


Newcastle





						Your Ref:	PO/TS/095530/001/3





						Our Ref:	L.C-P/D4395070813





								22 April 2005 





Dear Sir/Madam,





Re:	R – v – Kavanagh x 2 Newcastle T047166.





Thank you for your letter of 22 March 2005 in which you seek a redetermination under regulation 14(1) of the Legal Aid in Criminal and Care Proceedings (costs) Regulations 1989 in relation to the grade of fee earner in the above case.





Having reconsidered your claim in conjunction with your letter I have decided to make no alteration to my original determination.  I consider that a grade B fee earner would be more than able to have dealt with this matter.  I appreciate that you used a senior solicitor but I have remunerated for the grade I consider ought to have carried out the work.  





In reaching this decision I have referred to TONG page b35.3.1(c) ‘Consider whether the standing of the solicitor or the grade of staff employed on the case was justified:’ and (d) (ii) ‘in all cases, the hourly rates appropriate to the grade of those who did it or who ought, in the Determining Officers opinion, to have done it, whichever is lower;’





The above do not constitute written reasons for the allowances in issue.  If you do require written reasons under regulation 14(70 please request them within 21 days of receiving notification of this decision and specify those issues in contention between us.





Yours Faithfully








L. Carroll-Pettit


Determining Officer
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